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November Meeting
November 1st Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane Loxwood, 7.30pm

The speaker for  the Nov meeting is Joyce Pope who for many years was at  the Natural 
History Museum.  She is a superb speaker and we are very lucky to have her.  Please 
make a special effort to attend, this is not one to miss. She is not a beekeeper, but her talk 
“Insects  and their  relationship  with  Flowers” will  be relevant  and will  be suitable  for  non 
beekeepers, so if you know anybody who is interested in insects then bring them along.

Meetings
Emmanuel Fellowship Chapel, Spy Lane Loxwood, 7.30pm
Wednesday 6th December – Hive Products for  Christmas – The redoubtable Team Ready 
(direct from their success at the National Honey Show).
Wednesday 3rd January – Beekeeping in the Yucatan – Nick Withers

Patterson in Print – Roger Patterson

As you already know on Sat April 14 2007 we will be holding a “Beginners and Improvers” day. 
The vast  majority of  similar events are usually spread over  several  evenings which is time 
consuming and difficult for attendees to make every “module”, so we have decided to have it all 
on one day.  We  hope this  format  will  appeal  to  many people,  especially those with  young 
families. The course is a service to all beekeepers or potential beekeepers, wherever they live 
and we are trying to advertise it as widely as possible. The process has already started!

To help advertise the course and give snippets of information about other events such as our 
open  days  I  have  asked  Chris  Bonner  to  compile  a  list  of  editors  of  local/village/parish 
magazines, so we can quickly get information out to people in our catchment area. The obvious 
way is for members to help. Please forward the details of your local magazines and the editors’ 
contact details to Chris on 01403  752 877 chrisbonner@onetel.com  ,   don’t leave it to someone 
else. 

Now we have largely finished the activity at the apiary I would like to thank all those who helped 
by making a contribution in some way throughout the season. At one meeting (Sept 16th), there 
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were 11 people involved in performing various tasks throughout what was a long session. This 
included making up beginners’ hives, modifying crown boards, demonstrating, helping with an 
open event, and feeding bees and their keepers. The “older” members will know how far we 
have progressed in the last 3-4 years, and it has been very hard work, but this has been made 
much easier by the willingness of many of our newer members. Thank you all very much.

Of course what you see at meetings is only a part  of the activities,  as there is a lot  to do 
between meetings. This is where I find e-mail very handy because if I need help I can summon 
it quickly, and I am highly delighted at the response of the members. 

At meetings ideally there should be a “knowledge/ability” balance where the more experienced 
can help the beginners, but with such a rapid influx of new members as we have had recently it 
is  not  easy  to  organize  several  groups  with  similar  ability.  I  have  tried  to  concentrate  on 
demonstrating to those with the beginners’ packages, and let someone else demonstrate in the 
“other” group. In fact on some occasions there have been so many attendees that we have split 
into as many as four groups! For the other groups I have enlisted the help of Graham, Judy, 
Derek Ready, and Daisy. Of course when I am in one group I don’t know what is going on in the 
other, but from what I have seen and the comments from everyone else it seems they have all 
done a very good job. Thanks to all of them.

I don’t like being negative, but I have a feeling that winter losses will be high this year. There is 
the queen problem, and I have seen quite a bit of evidence of either late supersedures where 
there is little chance of queens getting mated, or some queens that are laying a significant 
number of drone eggs in worker cells. This could lead to total drone layers by the spring. Check 
your colonies on a fairly regular basis for as long as you can. Any that aren’t going to make it 
could be united with other colonies

We  also  have  two  problems  that  will  be  caused  by  varroa.  I  believe  there  are  a  lot  of 
beekeepers who will be treating with Bayvarol or Apistan who have no idea if the varroa in their 
colonies are pyrethroid resistant or not. We have already seen a rapid increase in pyrethroid 
resistant mites, and unless they were tested recently there is no hope of knowing. The other 
problem may be that as the autumn so far is warm many colonies have still got large patches of 
brood. This will keep varroa breeding even if the colony has already been treated, and mite 
levels will increase rapidly. The answers are simple, you should have tested your colonies for 
resistance, you should monitor for mite levels on a regular basis, and don’t keep bees that have 
big slabs of brood in the autumn.

I have used Apiguard for the first time this year and have found that although it was put in the 
recommended place it encouraged the bees to move the brood nest to one side. My entrances 
are central and I am concerned the bees will struggle to defend their stores if they are over to 
one side of the broodchamber. As they have moved they have left a large amount of unsealed 
stores. This will ferment and may cause dysentery. When the Apiguard is finished I will try to 
rearrange the frames and feed again so the bees can seal their stores.

Now that it is unlikely that pyrethroids will continue to be effective against veroa we must look at 
other methods or combinations of methods. The use of organic acids for varroa control (oxalic, 
formic, lactic, etc) is widespread in the rest of the world but not yet in the UK. Apparently a New 
Zealand book is the “bible” for this treatment. Although out of print it can be obtained from the 
following website:-  http://www.biosecurity.govt.nz/pests-diseases/animals/varroa/guidelines/control-of-
varroa-guide.pdf
The use of organic acids was discussed at a recent committee meeting. Particular concern was 
raised  about  the  safe  handling  of  these  acids  that  can  cause  injuries  if  not  handled 
appropriately. The committee will carry out a risk assessment that will cover handling, mixing, 
use, storage etc and this will be available once complete. Anyone considering using any of 
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these  acids  should  read  as  widely  as  possible  on  their  use  and follow appropriate  safety 
precautions. As Thorne’s sell oxalic acid it may also be available from Payne’s.

Recently I have suggested the Division make up a party to attend the Irish summer school at 
Gormanston next  year,  and I have had some response already. I  know it  is  ambitious,  but 
perhaps I should remind you about Apimondia that is being held in Melbourne from 9-14 Sept 
2007. www.apimondia2007.com  Apimondia is the biennial international beekeeping congress. 
Check the website or notices and if you are interested  then please let me know. There are 
alternative programmes for the non beekeeping delegates, as well as pre and post event tours.

National Honey Show - Daisy

The 75th National Honey Show took place between 19th and 21st October at the Royal Air Force 
Museum in Hendon.  As well as the honey show, there was a trade and education hall with 
stands from CSL, BBKA, BIBBA, Thornes and many others. A series of lectures were running 
throughout the course of the show.

The sight that greeted us as we entered the honey show where all the entries were set up was 
amazing.  Hundreds of jars of honey from clear like water, to dark as black were lined up along 
with candles, cakes, cushions, lotions and potions waiting for the judges verdict.  

Roger delivered his presentation highlighting some of the many problems being experienced 
with queen mating and performance to an attentive audience of around 60.  They were then 
encouraged  to  share  their  experiences  and  views  which  few  did,  although  those  that  did 
confirmed that problems were being noticed all over the country.  Immediately following this, a 
beekeeper approached Roger and asked him to ‘come outside and see what I’ve got in the 
back of my car’.  He then presented Roger with a 5 frame nucleus which he’d made up earlier in 
the year, which was now riddled with drone brood.  As it turns out, Roger had already met him 
at Gormanston where he said he’d had no problems.

There were a series of other lectures including a very interesting talk on pheromones – how 
they work  and the  extent  of  their  importance within  a  colony.  Other  subjects  included the 
importance of the nucleus, bee breeding in Ireland and there was an interesting talk by the 
chairman of BBKA.

Before setting off we took the opportunity to go to Dounhurst early in the morning and catch a 
couple of the small black beetles that have appeared under the roofs of several hives recently. 
We took them to Alan Byham who was manning the CSL stand and asked him to check if they 
were small hive beetles.  Happily they were not.  We did pick up some leaflets from the CSL 
regarding this which have now been put into the library should you wish to read them.

Special congratulations to Eric Slade and Joseph and Derek Ready who all came away as prize 
winners.

I  certainly learned a lot  from the Show and I think  Roger did too – even if  it  was that  he 
shouldn’t leave his car lights on all day!

Meeting Reports 

I am very grateful for reports of meetings that I can include in the newsletter. It keeps those that 
can’t attend in touch with what’s happening - Rupert 
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Annual Supper

About 70 people attended the annual supper at Pulborough village hall for what was, by all 
accounts, an excellent evening. The hall seemed to be well suited to the event, the food was, 
as ever, excellent and in plentiful supply. A huge success and many thanks to Sue, Judy and all 
those that helped organize it. 

October 22nd Dounhurst – Rosemary Townsend 

Persistent rain on Sunday 22nd October may have kept 95% of the membership indoors, but 10 
optimistic souls braved the weather to enjoy Sunday lunch at The Bat and Ball. 

Only 5 went on to the apiary (the remainder being partners and children) where 2 more 
members joined us. For half an hour we stood under the shelter and contemplated the rain 
while the kettle boiled... Although eventually Roger decided against putting in Apistan strips in 
wet weather, we did use the time profitably,  discussing amongst other things the basic 
certificate in beekeeping which several members have already expressed interest in. Please 
contact Daisy (wellingtondays@tiscali.co.uk) if you would like to register your interest. You may 
also want to look at the syllabus on the BBKA website. 

New Shop

An OPEN DAY for a new shop called BEES and HIVES at Unit 2 Cottons Yard, Water Lane, 
Storrington is planned for Saturday 18th November between 10am and 4pm. 

All members are invited for a free glass of Belgian Honey Beer and a chance to see some of the 
specialist equipment for sale including some top quality stainless steel honey extractors and 
ripeners.
 
The address is Bees and Hives, Unit 2, Cottons Yard, Water Lane, Storrington.
email address; Rosanne@beesandhives.co.uk     Phone number  01903 742615. 
(At other times the shop will be open by appointment, or goods can be ordered via our website 
beesandhives.co.uk currently in development)

Honey Sales

Anita Moseley discovered this on a visit to Shoots Garden Centre at Washington:-

Inside the Garden Centre is a shop that sells local produce called Crumbs. The owner is very 
keen to sell honey from as many different local sources as practical and so if you have excess 
honey  (even  a  few  jars)  he  will  be  keen  to  hear  from  you.  They  have  a  website 
crumbsofsussex.co.uk  and  the  contact  is  James  Meldrum  (07921  120155)  or 
james@crumbsofsussex.co.uk

County News –August 2006
We have received reports of ‘bumper’ crops of Ivy Honey from beekeepers throughout 

the County. For some it is a source of concern, whilst others seize it gleefully, and believing 
their bees to have more than sufficient stores for the winter have extracted what they regard as 
delightful honey. It just goes to show that beekeepers are individuals, and have differing views! 
Reports  of  the  last  season  are  still  coming in  –  Littlehampton tell  us  some members  had 
average crops, whilst others on the coastal plain suffered from the drought and have taken off 
very little honey. A good number of our members have already disposed of all their honey.

The first lectures of the winter programmes seem to have been well attended, and now 
provided the bees are safe and sound for  the winter,  it’s  an opportunity to  consider  some 
reading and perhaps study to improve our beekeeping knowledge. Every beekeeper should 
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have at least one beekeeping ‘bible’ and perhaps Ted Hooper’s Guide to Bees and Honey, 
Clive de Bruyn’s Practical Beekeeping, or the new Teach Yourself Beekeeping by Adrian and 
Clare Waring could be on Father Christmas’ list. Alan Campion’s Bees at the Bottom of the 
Garden is  possibly the ‘best’  introductory book.  For  members who are interested in taking 
Exams the BBKA do run very reasonably priced Correspondence Courses – Chris Utting (on 
01237 474500) is the Secretary and will provide details. 

It was with disbelief that most of us read in the bee press that Norman Carrick NDB had 
left Rothamstead Research Station where he has been involved with Beekeeping Projects for 
many years. He has been the ‘public’ face of Rothamstead to all beekeepers. He has visited 
many beekeeping associations including our own to talk about our craft, and has always been 
most helpful with advice and guidance. Norman, together with his mother Marjory, is a member 
of West Sussex Beekeepers Association, and we do wish him well for the future. Norman tells 
me that is, at present, uncertain, but he does hope to find the time to visit local meetings.

Worthing has asked us to invite you to a Special Meeting to be held on 9th November. 
Its their AGM, but is followed at 8pm with a talk by the President of the BBKA, Ivor Davis who 
will be looking at Future Challenges to Beekeepers at Individual, Local, County and National 
Levels – so there will be something of interest and importance for all beekeepers. Ivor will no 
doubt be giving details of a recent successful meeting representatives from DEFRA about future 
treatment of bees. So why not go along and meet the President!  Please let Worthing (Brian 
Tolworthy) know if you will be there so catering can be arranged. 

County Diary - all Members are most welcome at all Meetings
Chichester – contact Chris Burnett on 01243 514642 for details.  
Meetings at Bader Arms, Tangmere at 7.30pm unless otherwise stated. 
Tuesday 14th November – Bee Friendly Flowers – Monica Lucas - Horticulturist
Wednesday 17th January 2007 - Social Evening with Worthing Beekeepers
  
Littlehampton – contact Mike Vaughan on 01903 723853
Meetings at The NTC Hall, Wick Street, Littlehampton at 7pm
Wednesday 8th November – The Wey and Arun Canal Trust and their Work to Date
Wednesday 13th December – AGM with Refreshment to follow

Worthing contact Brian Tolworthy on 01903 241369 
Winter Lectures are held at Ferring Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm Full Details from Brian.
Thursday 9th November – AGM (short) followed by Ivor Davies, President BBKA
Thursday 14th December – Winter Course – Equipment and Forage (2)
Thursday 11th January – Colony Management (3)

For Sale or Wanted
For Sale – Immaculate WBC Hive – completed with floor, stand, brood box, lifts and roof. It 
can be yours for £70. Contact Denis on 01403 822433 for full details.
Old Bee crafts (pre 1969) wanted –  for County Archives – details please to John Hunt on 
01903 815655. 
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